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September 2017 
THE PILGRIMAGE 

Mission Statement: Pilgrim Lutheran Church is to 
glorify God in proclaiming the saving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with Word and deed in our midst, in 

our community, and throughout the world. 

God’s love moves us to give generously all year 
Dear Members and Friends of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 
 The recent Barna Group report titled The Generosity Gap, commissioned by Thrivent 
Financial (formerly Aid Association for Lutherans and Lutheran Brotherhood), has a lot for us to 
consider about our giving. For example, in some cases the research found wide differences 
between pastors and Christians as a whole regarding various aspects of generosity, such as why 
people should be generous and what counts as generosity. And, perhaps less surprisingly, the 
research identified a number of different motivations between “giving” Christians who give a lot 
and “keeping” Christians who give less or not at all. 
 According to the report, a majority of pastors but not of all Christians surveyed said 
generosity is always “a response to Christ’s love”. However, as I noted in my August 26, 2017, 
column in the Kilgore News Herald, that lack of consensus could be a due to a design problem 
with the instrument, for the research apparently did not either define generosity or indicate from 
whose perspective generosity was being ascertained. Of course, even the Bible is not as precise 
as we might think when it comes to what we in English call “generosity” (there are only a couple 
of Greek words used with that sense only a few times in the New Testament that get directly 
translated into English with that word). 
 The financial goals of what Barna called Christian “givers” are motivated by providing 
for their families, giving charitably, serving God with their money, and leaving a legacy for 
others. In contrast, the financial goals of what Barna called Christian “keepers” are motivated by 
supporting the lifestyle they want, being content, being debt free, and showing how hard they 
work. In the survey, one’s household income and education apparently did not correlate to one’s 
being a “giver”, but apparently one’s marital status, “orthodox beliefs”, and weekly church 
attendance did. (The research also found generational differences in how people perceive and 
practice generosity.) More “givers” than “keepers” say that generosity is extremely important to 
them, that generosity is always a response to Christ’s love, and that all members should 
financially support their home church, even by giving 10% or more of their income (not that 
giving financially is the only way to be generous). 
 Commenting on his company’s findings, Barna’s president said, “That motivations are of 
ultimate importance is no surprise.” And, he went on to criticize those church leaders who make 
motivations of secondary importance: “So often we focus our efforts on cultivating generous 
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Article continues from the previous page. 
habits rather than on making generous disciples.” However, much like ancient philosophers and 
later works-righteous religious traditions, he wrongly thinks that generous habits make generous 
disciples. 
 Pilgrim and other faithful Lutheran congregations know that we are all sinful by nature 
and so turned away from God and any action that He would deem truly generous. While 
nonbelievers can appear to be generous before other people, the only actions that are truly 
righteous before God proceed from our trusting Him to forgive our sinful nature and all our 
actual sins for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, crucified on the cross and risen from the grave 
in order to save all people. Only God’s transforming power working through His Word and 
Sacraments make sinners truly generous and enables them to have truly generous habits. 
 While other congregations may use September or another month for a “stewardship” 
emphasis, perhaps with law-predominating every-member visits in order to collect pledge cards 
and with a three-sermon series on time, talent, and treasure, we try to hold that, through the 
regular faithful preaching of God’s Word and regular right administration of His Sacraments, 
God will change us and establish in us the habits of good “stewards”. Nevertheless, we can 
certainly make use of other opportunities such as the monthly Pilgrimage and Sunday bulletins 
to keep us thinking about our voluntarily and cheerfully in love giving first-fruits of that which 
the Lord has given us in relationship to our responsibilities, and as sacrifices of thanksgiving for 
what God has done for us in Christ (arguably one of the most-important reasons for giving, 
which did not come close to a majority in any age group of Barna’s respondents). See, for 
example, the “generosity” connection in the article on p.3 of this issue of the Pilgrimage, the 
“stewardship” article from the Synod’s Stewardship ministry on p.7, and the blurbs that have 
been in recent Sunday bulletins. 
 To be sure, our leaders’ knowing exactly what the congregation could expect to receive 
as offerings in 2018 would help their budgeting process this month, but we all get by without 
such knowledge. And, even though we should not per se give to meet a need, our knowing our 
congregation’s needs as expressed in the budget can challenge our “spending” priorities. And, of 
course, our offerings to our congregation (and thereby also to the Church at large) are never 
“bills” to pay, but our financial institutions’ automated “bill paying” tools can help each of us 
individually ensure that we are giving what we intend, even when we might not be able to make 
it to Pilgrim on any given Sunday. 
 By God’s mercy and grace, all people can be faithful “stewards” of all that God has 
entrusted to us, showing our thanks to Him, supporting our congregation, and loving our 
neighbor, all to the glory of His holy Name! 

His and your servant, 
Pastor Galler 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS! 
02 – Jennifer Hooge 

14 – Clay Ellis 
20 – Jeanette Paetznick 

24 – Jasmine Landry 
26 – Jim Treadway 
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One September Gospel contrasts “pay” to God’s grace 
 Equal pay for equal work is a principle that supposedly has been the law in the United 
States since the early 1960s, though especially women in some cases continue to face salary and 
benefit discrimination. The U.S. Equal Pay Act of 1963 might find fault with the master of the 
house and owner of the vineyard in one of Jesus’s parables that we hear this month, if not also 
with the Lord God Whose reckoning in the Kingdom of Heaven the parable’s paying is about, 
for, in the parable, laborers receive equal pay for unequal work. 
 The parable in question from Matthew 20:1-16 alone, appointed only for September 24th, 
the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, is usually known as “the Parable of the Laborers in the 
Vineyard” but might be better titled, as one commentator calls it, “the Parable of the Good 

Employer”. Apparently under the unusual urgency of harvesting 
and pressing a heavy yield before the rainy season, laborers hired 
early in the morning were promised the usual day’s wage for 
their work in the vineyard, and those hired later at multiple 
points over the course of the day, even with one hour left to 
work, were promised whatever was right. When evening came, 
the master/owner instructed his foreman to pay first the laborers 
hired last, and each laborer received the same wage, even those 
doing more work. Those hired first thought they would receive 
more pay and grumbled at the master/owner, complaining that 

those hired last who worked only one hour were made equal to those hired first who bore the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat. But, the master/owner asked them if they did not agree 
for the wage they received, if he is not allowed to do what he chooses with what belongs to him 
(or perhaps “on his own estate”), and if their eyes are evil because he is good (see, for example, 
the KJV and ASV; the NIV, NASB, and ESV catch the immediately-relevant sense of their 
“envy” and God’s “generosity” but miss the broader statement about the whole nature of the 
master/owner and so also of God). 
 To the extent that we ourselves have worked, work now, or will work in the future, we no 
doubt have expected, expect, or will rightly expect commensurate pay equal only to those doing 
equal work. Spiritually speaking, of course, we all work varying degrees of sin, for which the 
wages of even one sin is death. That any of us receive eternal life as a free gift (see Romans 
6:23) is because of God’s goodness, specifically His being full of compassion for us, as the 
master/owner of the parable was for the poor, who are said to have needed a full-day’s wage to 
feed and keep their families. The parable’s equal pay is not arbitrary but the gift of a 
compassionate man who sympathizes with the poor. So God grants all who repent unmerited 
places in His Kingdom, regardless of when in our lives we have come to repent or of what we 
may have given up as we followed Jesus, Who died for us and all people (possible degrees of 
glory in heaven may be another matter). We might criticize employers who do not pay equally 
those who work equally, but we dare not criticize God for His compassion on the repentant. 
 As mentioned in the July Pilgrimage, the Sundays after Pentecost are a season of 
parables and miracles. Two parables are offered in the Gospel Readings of September, the third 
full month of approximately six months of Sundays after Pentecost that are considered the non-
festival or Church half of the Church year (compared to the festival or Christ’s half of the 
Church year). You may recall that the season’s green color should bring to mind the life and 
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Article continues from the previous page. 
growth evident in foliage and fruit. September’s Sundays after Pentecost, their dates, and their 
Gospel Readings (according to Lutheran Service Book 3-year Series A) are listed below.  

 Thirteenth Sunday (09/03): Jesus calls all to take up their crosses (Matthew 16:21-28) 
 Fourteenth Sunday (09/10): Jesus speaks of forgiving one another (Matthew 18:1-20) 
 Fifteenth Sunday (09/17): Jesus warns the unforgiving with a parable (Matthew 18:21-35) 
 Sixteenth Sunday (09/24): Jesus tells a parable about grace (Matthew 20:1-16) 

You might have noticed that, while the Gospel Readings are nearly continuous, some portions of 
St. Matthew’s Divinely-inspired Gospel account are omitted. This month the appointed readings 
skip Matthew 17:10-27 and Matthew 19:1-26 (Matthew 17:1-9 is appointed for The 
Transfiguration of Our Lord and Matthew 19:27-30 is appointed for The Conversion of St. Paul). 
You may wish to read those sections for yourself, especially if you are not already following the 
recommended schedule of Daily Bible Readings. 
              Regardless of the season or day, everyone is always invited and welcome in person at 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church, and you can read and hear any of the sermons preached at Pilgrim at 
http://www.pilgrimlc.org/sermons. 

Pastor Galler 

 

Updated Church Directory is available 
Unfortunately our members Wayne and Betty Miller were inadvertently omitted from the July 
27th updated directory that you should have received with your August 
newsletter or picked up in the Narthex. (Blame it on the computer, 
please.) We included their information in one bulletin, but will put it 
here also for you to add to your copy: 

Wayne and Betty Miller 
2970 Lynn Road, Longview, TX 75604-9715 
903-759-8263 (Elder is Paul Hooge) 

Another member has had a change of address, which follows: 

Leroy Thomas c/o Highland Pines 
1100 Fourth Street, Longview, TX 75601-4739 
903-753-7661 

Again, if you find an error in your information, have additional information you would like 
listed, would like something not to be listed, or have any updates at any time, please notify the 
Church Office (for example, email secretary@pilgrimlc.org), and we will pass the information 
along in the next issue of The Pilgrimage. 

 

BLESSED ANNIVERSARIES 
06 – Carl and Bianca Adams 

20 – Dan and Beth West 
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  1 1 Chr. 29:10-13 
Job 31-33 

  2 Psalm 86 
Job 34-36 

  3 Psalm 87 
Job 37-39 

  4 Psalm 88 
Job 40-42 

  5 Psalm 89 
Proverbs 1-3 

  6 Psalm 90 
Proverbs 4-7 

  7 Psalm 91 
Proverbs 8-10 

  8 Psalm 92 
Proverbs 11-13 

  9 Psalm 93 
Proverbs 14-16 

10 Psalm 94 
Proverbs 17-19 

11 Psalm 95 
Proverbs 20-22 

12 Psalm 96 
Proverbs 23-25 

13 Psalm 97 
Proverbs 26-28 

14 Psalm 98 
Proverbs 29-31 

15 Psalm 99 
Ecclesiastes 1-3 

16 Psalm 100 
Ecclesiastes 4-6 

17 Psalm 101 
Ecclesiastes 7-9 

18 Psalm 102 
Ecclesiastes 10-12 

19 Psalm 103 
Song of Solomon 1-4 

20 Psalm 104 
Song of Solomon 5-8 

21 Psalm 105 
Jeremiah 1-3 

22 Psalm 106 
Jeremiah 4-6 

23 Psalm 107 
Jeremiah 7-9 

24 Psalm 108 
Jeremiah 10-12 

25 Psalm 109 
Jeremiah 13-15 

26 Psalm 110 
Jeremiah 16-18 

27 Psalm 111 
Jeremiah 19-22 

28 Psalm 112 
Jeremiah 23-25 

29 Psalm 113 
Jeremiah 26-28 

30 1 Chr. 29:10-13 
Jeremiah 29-31 

  

Fall can bring daily Bible reading and Q&A 
 Times that we are getting back into routines, such as Fall, with 
children back in school and the like, can also be good times to add a new 
routine, such as our reading a psalm (or other seasonal canticle) and a few 
chapters of the Bible every day. The schedule of daily Bible reading at left 
(available in larger print in the Narthex) is from Lutheran Worship 
(reproduced by permission) and recommended for all of us to use, so we 
can all grow in faith and discuss the reading together, such as in what 
follows, a question and answer from the reading assigned for July. 

Q: In 1 Kings chapter 2, Solomon kills his brother Adonijah, who had 
asked for Abishag as his wife. Thereafter, Solomon deposes Abiathar 
from his priesthood. While I assume Adonijah’s death has something 
to do with Abishag’s having been a nurse (concubine?) for the aging 
David, both of these actions and their severity seem unprompted. 
A: As I note in my online overview of the reading, 1 Kings 1-2 tells of 
Solomon’s succession to the throne (1 Kings 1:1-2:12) and its 
consolidation (1 Kings 2:13-46). Some action had been ordered by David 
(1 Kings 2:5-9), while other action was taken as Solomon saw fit. In the 
case of Adonijah, the son of Haggith and apparently David’s oldest 
surviving son and so arguable successor, Adonijah twice tried to make 
himself king instead of, at least initially (1 Kings 2:15) letting the Lord 
and his father name Solomon his successor (note well the first attempt in 1 
Kings 1:5-27 and the support of Abiathar on that occasion in v.7). 
Adonijah’s having Abishag, who was a virgin nurse who helped keep 
David warm in his old age (1 Kings 1:1-4) but may have been popularly 
perceived as a concubine and part of the royal harem, could have 
strengthened Adonijah’s claim to the throne. Solomon let Adonijah go the 
first time but not the second. In the case of Abiathar, Solomon apparently 
assumes that he continued to be involved in Adonijah’s plots, but, rather 
than having Abiathar, a priest, killed, as he might well have, Solomon 
removed Abiathar from the priesthood, fulfilling the word that the Lord 
spoke to Eli through an unnamed prophet years earlier (1 Samuel 2:27-36), 
although Abiathar’s descendants apparently were later permitted to resume 
service at the temple (1 Chronicles 24:6). While Scripture reports 
something of these motives and actions, it is silent as to God’s approval or 
disapproval. Sometimes we may be tempted to judge the Lord’s actions as 
severe and unprompted, or harsh and arbitrary, but we hardly always know 
what someone like Solomon knew and certainly not all that the Lord 
knows. We best remember that, apart from saving faith in Jesus Christ, our 
thoughts, words, and deeds merit death now in time and eternal torment in 

hell, and we thank God that He leads us to repentance and so forgiveness, life, and salvation.  

 Remember that everyone is encouraged to be reading the Bible daily, whether or not they 
follow the particular plan listed here. Questions about any Bible reading are always welcome. 
You are welcome to ask them via any medium you like at any time, and I will answer them! 

Pastor Galler 
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

YOUTH CATECHESIS will meet at 11:00 AM Saturdays, September 2nd, 23rd, and 30th (not on 
the 9th and 16th due to Pastor being out of town, respectively, for a conference and vacation), and 
at 5:00 PM on Tuesdays, September 5th, 19th, and 26th. All classes will meet in the Conference 
Room/Library. 

ADULT INSTRUCTION CLASS will meet after the Divine Service on Sundays, September 
3rd, 10th, and 24th (not on September 17th, due to Pastor’s vacation). 

ELDERS will meet on Tuesday, September 5th at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room/Library 
(one week early due to Pastor’s vacation). The reading assignment is SA III:x, pp.281-282. 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY will be held Wednesday September 6th, 20th, and 27th at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Conference Room/Library (not on September 13th, due to Pastor’s vacation). 

 “REFORMATION THEN AND NOW” is the theme of the Central Texas Confessional 
Lutherans Free Conference, September 8-9, 2017, at Grace Lutheran Church in Brenham. The 
Conference wraps up with a famous BBQ lunch. See Pastor Galler for more information. 

LWML QUILTING will have its first meeting again after summer break on September 11th at 
5:30 p.m. We will organize our supplies in the new room for quilting (Sunday School Room #4). 

LWML MEETING/SUPPER/BIBLE STUDY will meet September 11th, at 6:30 p.m. (due to 
the first Monday of the month’s being Labor Day). 

“MARTIN LUTHER: THE IDEA THAT CHANGED THE WORLD” will air on Tuesday, 
September 12th, at 7:00 p.m. on KERA (Kilgore/Longview Cable ch. 13) and other PBS stations. 

BUDGET MEETING: Board and Committee Chairs should have their groups’ proposed 
budgets for 2018 prepared by the September 20th 6:00 p.m. next meeting. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for the October Pilgrimage will be due Sunday, September 24th. 

“REVISITING THE 95 THESES”: Noted Reformation scholar 
Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Wengert will speak Monday, September 25, 
2017, from 7:30-9:00 p.m. at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Irving. See Pastor Galler for more information. 

“FROM MARTIN LUTHER TO MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR.”: Prof. Dr. Michael Haspel from Germany will speak 
Thursday, September 29th, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. at 
Northway Christian Church in Dallas. Lunch is served; free will 
offerings are accepted. See Pastor Galler for more information. 

LWML TEXAS DISTRICT RETREAT will be in Palestine on Friday, September 29th, 
beginning at 3:00 p.m., going into the evening, and continuing on Saturday, September 30th. All 
are encouraged to attend both days, making use of the overnight accommodations, but 
individuals can choose to attend only the Saturday sessions from 7:00 a.m. to -3:00 p.m. 
Registration forms are on the LWML bulletin board in the Narthex. 

VOTERS’ PACKET DEADLINE: Officers and Board and Committee Chairs please prepare 
your reports and agenda items in September in order to submit them to the Church Office by 
Sunday, October 1, so the Packet can be produced and available the following two Sundays. 
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“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” 

 God bids us to be faithful in the tasks that He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of 
a family (husbands and wives; fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He calls us to be 
members of society (those who govern and those who are governed). And, He calls us to be 
members of His family, the Church (those who preach and teach and those who hear and learn). 
Each of these callings from God places a duty on us.  

 As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to 
die for their wives as Christ gave His life for His bride, the 
Church; while wives are given the duty to respect their 
husbands and submit themselves to them as the Church does to 
Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their children in the fear 
and admonition of the Lord, teaching them the Ten 
Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession and Absolution, and 
the Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents 
throughout their lives, even when their parents are no longer 
alive, serving and obeying them, loving and cherishing them, 
and speaking well of them. 

 As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish 
those who do evil—those who live contrary to God’s will—and to reward those who do good—
those whose lives are lived in conformity with God’s will. Those who are governed are to obey 
their leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their leaders bear the sword of God’s temporal justice for 
a purpose.  
 As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and teach to do 
so in faithfulness to His holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God to convict the hearts of 
hearers of their sin and to encourage, admonish, and exhort them to do good works in accordance 
with God’s will. They are to preach and teach the Gospel, the full forgiveness of their sins 
accomplished by Christ and received through faith, not by works. They are to administer the 
means of grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do all this for the 
young and old alike, for those who are near and far off. Those who hear and learn are to submit 
themselves to their preachers and teachers. They are to support them by their prayers and their 
gifts.  
 Each of these callings from God places a duty on us. They make a claim on our presence, 
our prayers, and on our time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it 
with all your might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). Pray for your family, for your government, and your 
church. Give of yourself by means of your time, your talents, and your treasures to your family, 
your government, and your Church. That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks that God has 
given us. That is what it means to do it with all your might. 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry  

 

Heavenly Father, may our caring / Bear the imprint of Your grace; 
With the Son and Holy Spirit, / Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! 

Lord, we pray that we, Your people / Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 
Through the sharing of Your blessings / May bring glory to Your name. 

—Gregory J. Wismar, Lutheran Service Book 782:4 
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Kilgore’s Helping Hands needs our help 
 Looking back in past newsletters to find when we inadvertently began regularly to omit 
the Helping Hands article, I was reminded that they have a stock list of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas meal foods that are needed by early November (for the 
Thanksgiving Baskets): boxed stuffing mix, cooking oil (24-48 oz.) 
gravy packets, 2 lb. bag of sugar, 2 lb. bag of flour, bag of miniature 
marshmallows, canned pumpkin pie filling, pie crust, canned sweet 
potatoes, chicken broth, canned green beans, canned fruit, rolls/bread, 
frozen turkey or chicken/hen. Recognizing how blessed most of us 
are, maybe we should pick up extra items when we start picking up 
foods for our own pantries, and remember to look for the Helping 
Hands basket under the guest book in the Narthex.  
 Speaking of the basket, reminds me that the items you may have seen there mostly are 
plastic (Walmart) bags. Even the bags you bring the food home in are on their need list, because 
they load up the food in those bags when clients come for food. Volunteers at the center say they 
appreciate the bags in any form, but if they are laid out in smooth stacks when they are brought 
in, it saves time at the Helping Hands Center. Maybe if some member is looking for a way to 
help, he or she could take the bags home and smooth them out before taking them to the center.  
 You might also have noticed in the box some used copies of Portals of Prayer, Lutheran 
Woman’s Quarterly, and other magazines and religious materials. Those have been requested by 
Helping Hands also, so please remember to bring your old copies, unless you already take them 
to a neighbor or nursing home. We try to stamp our church name in them before we take them. 
Stamping our name, carrying items to the Center, smoothing plastic bags—many ways to serve 
the Lord in our neighbors, so if any of this speaks to you, please let Pastor or me know. 

Barbara Wuthrich 

 

Pilgrim’s to-date plate offerings reported 
Following a request from Pilgrim’s Board of Elders, Pilgrim’s Treasurer reports the following 
figures for 2017 through August 25, 2017 (34 of 52 weeks): 

Undesignated Plate Offerings received: $75,581.33 
Undesignated Plate Offerings projected: $89,565.00 (for deficit budget) 

Accrued expenses: $81,908.15 
Projected expenses per budget: $96,436.72 (34/52 of the total for the year) 

Tyler Watts 
Treasurer 

 

Lord, help us all, with You, to yield / Whatever love demands 
And freely give, as You have giv’n, / With open hearts and hands. 

—Herman G. Stuempfle, Lutheran Service Book 787:5 
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Please pray as our congregation has been requested to pray 
The following are the petitions requested of our congregation that we usually include in the 
Prayer of the Church in the Divine Service, as well as encourage our members to make in their 
own personal prayers. If you are not presently receiving prayer updates by email or phone call 
and desire to do so, please let Pastor Galler know (likewise let Pastor Galler know if you are 
receiving them and wish not to receive them). If you initially made one of the requests below, 
please regularly keep Pastor Galler updated as to the status of the request so that he can update 
the congregation. Thank you! 

CHRISTIANS BEING PERSECUTED WORLDWIDE 
LCMS, DISTRICT, AND CIRCUIT, PASTORS AND PEOPLE 

Vacancies at Our Savior, Centerville, and St. Peter, Gun Barrel City 
Our former member Rev. Michael Monterastelli, seeking a call and interim employment 

OUR PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH: 
Faithful stewardship of God’s gifts 

THOSE UNCONVERTED AND WHO HAVE STRAYED FROM THE FAITH: 
Elizabeth & Ava Nicol (Don’s niece and grand-niece) 

THOSE DEALING WITH TEMPTATIONS AND SINS RELATED TO SEXUALITY 
FOR AN END TO THE EVILS OF ABORTION 
PEACE AND UNITY IN THE WORLD AND COUNTRY 
MEN IN THE SERVICE: 

Victor Guinn (Paul Guinn’s son, at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton) 
George C. Heil (at base in Virginia) 
Brian Holcombe (Carolyn Holcombe’s son stationed in Washington, D.C.) 

THOSE IN POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
THOSE IN THE PATH AND WAKE OF HURRICANE HARVEY 
THOSE WHO TRAVEL: 

Brady Gage 
David Navaille 
Edgar Wuthrich 

SHUT-IN/HOMEBOUND: 
Gwen Heil (our member, in the Carriage Inn Assisted Living in Katy) 
Wayne and Betty Miller (our members, not leaving their home in Longview) 
Leroy Thomas (our member, in need of a ride from Highland Pines in Longview) 
Rev. Harold Wageman (former PLC pastor, under hospice care at Henderson Rehab) 

THOSE WHO NEED HEALING: 
Carla Adams (our member Carl’s mother, still healing from a cut chin and fractured jaw) 
Steve Atchinson (Betty Miller’s grandson, learning how to use his prosthetic hand) 
Gary Bolar (Toni and Tiffani Erickson’s cousin, recovering from pneumonia) 
Vern Buell (Remo and Kathy’s friend, now doing worse after intestine surgery) 
Mary Criswell (our member, still seeking a diagnosis and so also treatment options) 
Debby Henry (Pastor’s friend, suffering from what are possibly neurological issues) 
Becky Jenkins (Don Nicol’s friend, brain tumor is getting worse) 
Kathy Jennings (Remo and Kathy’s friend, making progress against her cancer) 
Martha Johnson (Sallye Key’s sister, out of the hospital, but cancer remains) 
David Landry (member, Ankylosing Spondylitis symptoms worse lately) 

Prayer list continues on next page. 
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Prayer list continues from previous page. 
Herb Michel (relative of Pastor’s friends, needs physical healing and to address behavior) 
Tasha Murphy (George B. Heil’s friend, more chemotherapy pending) 
Don Nicol (on oxygen at home, smaller tumor but lung and heart trouble) 
Danny Sampson (cellulitis has cleared up, foot continuing to heal) 
Abby Smith (Jeanna’s cousin’s wife, PRRT treatment every three months in Houston) 
David Smith (at Genesis Clairmont, surgery 8/14 to change dialysis access) 
David Smith (the Watts Family’s friend, ALS diagnosis may really be pinched nerves) 
Spencer Thompson (Connie Wilburn’s friend, diagnosed with lung cancer) 
Traci Tippit (Arcele’s niece, physically better after car accident but emotional issues) 
Lanell Toon (Don Nicol’s friend, widespread stage 4 cancer and diabetic husband) 
Mark Tucker (Sarah’s brother-in-law, trying to continue bladder cancer chemo) 
Jerry Wallace (Arcele’s nephew, brain cancer back, seizures, hospice care) 
Abby Weeks (Brady’s brother’s granddaughter, hemiplegic migraines, Rx change 4/17) 
Pat Welch (Don Nicol’s friend, Parkinson’s continues to make her situation worse) 
Harold Wilburn (Arcele’s brother-in-law, hospitalized again at UT Tyler) 
Robert Wiles (Betty Miller’s nephew, untreatable cancer, remains on a feeding tube) 
Van Willey (Remo and Kathy’s friend, awaiting further chemo for stomach cancer) 

THOSE IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION: 
Good Shepherd Heart Catheterization Lab undergoing personnel changes 

EXPECTANT MOTHERS: 
Mary Clubb (former member Aaron Clubb’s wife, second pregnancy) 
Caroline Koen (our member, pregnant with third child) 

FAMILIES IN CRISIS OR NEED AND ALL FAMILIES: 
Adams Family (Bianca’s heavy load at school) 
George B. Heil Family (life changes) 
Herricks Family (God’s guidance for our member Olene and her son Joe) 
Cher Key (protection after ex-husband’s release from jail) 
Landry Family (ongoing home and employment transitions) 
Roberts Family (Olene Herricks’ friend, for God’s guidance and strength) 
Thomas Family (Leroy’s sons and grandchildren) 
Wallace Family (Beth’s acquaintances, in trailer in Michigan, not yet relocating to Texas) 

 

Hear us, Father, when we pray, / Through Your Son and in Your Spirit. 
By Your Spirit’s Word convey / All that we through Christ inherit,  

That as baptized heirs we may / Truly pray. 

When we know not what to say / And our wounded souls are pleading, 
May Your Spirit, night and day, / Groan within us interceding; 

By His sighs, too deep for words, / We are heard. 

Jesus, advocate on high, / Sacrificed on Calv’ry’s altar, 
Through Your priestly blood we cry: / Hear our prayers, though they may falter; 

Place them on Your Father’s throne / As Your own. 

By Your Spirit now attend / To our prayers and supplications, 
As like incense they ascend / To Your heav’nly habitations. 

May their fragrance waft above, / God of love. 

—Chad L. Bird, Lutheran Service Book 773 



11 

OCTOBER EVENTS 

VOTERS’ PACKET DEADLINE: Officers and Board and Committee Chairs please turn in 
your reports and agenda items to the Church Office by Sunday, October 1. 

LWML SUNDAY will be observed at Pilgrim in the Divine Service on October 1. 

ADULT INSTRUCTION CLASS will meet at after the Divine Service on Sundays, October 
1st, 8th, and 15th, in the Conference Room/Library after the Divine Service (not on October 22nd, 
due to the Voters’ Meeting, and not on October 29th, due to the Symposium). 

LWML QUILTING is currently scheduled for Monday, October 2nd, at 5:30 p.m. in Sunday 
School Classroom #4. 

LWML MEETING/SUPPER/BIBLE STUDY is currently scheduled for Monday, October 2nd, 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room/Library. 

YOUTH CATECHESIS will meet at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, October 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th 
(not on the 31st, due to Reformation activities) and at 11:00 a.m. on Saturdays, October 7th, 14th, 
21st, and 28th. All classes will meet in the Conference Room/Library. 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY is presently planned to be held every Wednesday in October at 
7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room/Library. 

17TH QUARTERLY KILGORE COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE will be Saturday, October 
7th, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Great Room of the new Parish Hall. 

ELDERS will likely meet as usual on Tuesday, October 10th at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference 
Room/Library (reading assignment TBA). 

FALL FEST/PUMPKIN PATCH: Pilgrim is planning to have its usual bread/outreach booth at 
St. Luke United Methodist’s annual Fall Fest on Saturday, October 14th, from 9:00 a.m. to Noon. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for the November Pilgrimage will be due Sunday, October 22nd. 

COVERED-DISH MEAL AND VOTERS’ MEETING: After the Divine Service on Sunday, 
October 22nd, we are planning a Covered-Dish Meal before the Voters’ Meeting, at which agenda 
items will include the approval of the new Constitution, Bylaws, and Standing Rules, as well as 
the election of the Church Council for 2018 and adoption of a budget for the new calendar year. 

FOURTH ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM IN KILGORE: Pastor Galler is 
scheduled to speak on the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in this annual 
event on Sunday, October 29th, from 3:00-5:00 p.m. at the Devall Student 
Center on the campus of Kilgore College. 

“MARTIN LUTHER: THE IDEA THAT CHANGED THE WORLD”: 
Pilgrim’s Mission and Evangelism Committee is making plans to screen the 
latest Luther documentary at Pilgrim in some sort of a family event on 
Monday, October 30th. Watch for more details. 

REFORMATION DAY JOINT SERVICE: Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church hosts the annual October 31st service this year, with Pastor Galler 
scheduled to preach. The time is yet to be determined, in relationship to a 
possible meal before the service. 
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KIDS’ PAGE 
In Jesus’s “Parable of the Good Employer” (Matthew 20:1-16), the master of the house/owner of 

the vineyard who generously pays his laborers more than they deserved pictures God’s lavish 
love in His Son Jesus Christ for us, who otherwise deserve nothing but death for our sins. 

Can you make your way to the foreman paying out the owner’s wages? 
Where do you find God’s blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation? 



      

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Communion Assistant – Steven Sampson 
 

Acolyte – Clay Ellis 
 

Cleaning Volunteers – Steven and Angela Sampson 

1 
 

2 
11:00 AM Youth 
Catechesis 
 
 
 
Jennifer Hooge (B) 

3 
13TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (G) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
Adult  Instruction 

4 
 

5 
 
 
5:00 PM Youth 
Catechesis 
 
6:00 PM Elders 

6 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study  
 
M/M Carl Adams(A) 

7 
Pastor at Plano 
Study Group 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
14TH

 SUNDAY IN PENTECOST (G) 
9:15 Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
Adult  Instruction 

11 
5:30 LWML Quilting 
6:30 LWML Supper, 
Meeting, and Bible 
Study 

12 
7:00 PM Luther 
PBS documentary 
(Kilgore/Longview 
Cable channel13) 

13 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
Clay Ellis (B) 

15 
 

16 
 
 

17 
15TH

 SUNDAY IN PENTECOST (G 
9:15 Refreshments) 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service  

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
5:00 Youth 
Catechesis 

20 
6:00 PM Budget 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study  
Jeanette Paetznick 
(B) 
M/M Dan West (A) 

21 

Circuit XIV Pastors’ 
Meeting (Palestine) 
 
 
 
 

22 
 

23 
11:00  AM Youth 
Catechesis 
 
Pilgrimage articles 
due tomorrow 

24 
16th Sunday in Pentecost (G) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
Adult Instruction 
Jasmine Landry (B) 

25 
 
 
 
7:30-9:00 PM 
Reformation Event 
in Irving 

26 
 
 
5:00 PM Youth 
Catechesis 
 
Jim Treadway (B) 

27 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 

28 
11:30 AM-1:45 PM 
Reformation Event 
in Dallas 

29 
 
 

 

30 
11:00  AM Youth 
Catechesis 
Voters’ Packet 
deadline  tomorrow 

 

SEPTEMBER 2017 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

www.pilgrimlc.org 
903-984-4333 

Pastor’s Regular Study Hours 
Tuesday 5:00–8:00 PM 

Wednesday–Friday 9:00 AM–Noon 
Saturday Noon–3:00 PM 

Free Conference in Brenham 

Pastor on vacation after Sunday Service on 9/10 (an elder will answer the church phone and contact the on-call pastor as needed) 

LWML TX Dist Retreat 

Pastor on vacation until Tuesday 9/19 afternoon 
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